MILITARY BIOGRAPHY 


ZVARINGENI SAMUEL CHASI: A Soldier's Journey for Justice, Human Rights, and Effective Civil-Military Relations 


Zvaringeni Samuel Chasi, a former member of the Zimbabwe Defence Forces (ZDF), has become a 
symbol of courage and integrity in the face of adversity. His story is one of defiance against injustice and 
a commitment to upholding the law, even in the face of overwhelming opposition. As a civil-military 
relations (CMR) expert, Samuel's experiences and insights provide valuable lessons for promoting 
effective CMR in Zimbabwe and beyond. 


Royal Lineage and Heritage 

Zvaringeni Samuel’s Chasi Ancestry is rooted in the Royal Lineage of the Rozvi Dynasty. His Ancestor, 
Paramount Chief Shamuyarira Chizhengeni, led the first Detachment during the 1st Chimurenga, a 
pivotal moment in Zimbabwe's struggle for Independence. More of the history is found on Revolt in 
Mashonaland by Professor Terrence Ranger, Modumedi Moleli by Graaf and in the National Archives of 
Zimbabwe. The Ancestor Chief Chizhengeni was Executed in 1896 by the British and his skull yet to be 
repatriated from British Museum. It should be taken note Chasi is a Matriarchal surname used by 
Janyure, kept by mother from Chasi Family during resettlement and henceforth Janyure being one of the 
sons of Chief Chizhengeni among Mhari, Murima, Mapako and also of importance to note Chief 
Chizhengeni had brothers Maziyananga, Sekete, Kaseke and being of a lesser-known Tribal Spirit 
Mupfuririrwa not Nehoreka — they concealed their sacred records being in the same Kraal with Sekuru 
Kaguvi. Zvaringeni is named after Mambo Ucharungeni Domborakona being a direct descendent which is 
same lineage to Changa Amir the first to Emperor Nyatsimba Mutota. From his Matriarchal side, his 
genealogy connects him back to the Mupfuririrwa Lineage, making him a pure Royal Bloodline or Black 
Jew as the Lemba and such records sacred. 2"! Chimurenga his Family This rich history of leadership and 
service to the nation has instilled in Zvaringeni Samuel Chasi a deep sense of duty and commitment to 
his country. 
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Chief Chizhengeni from left, view middle Chiriseri and Mazhindu 


Attestation to Military Service 

For Zvaringeni Samuel Chasi, Attestation to military service was a badge of honor. He declined to be 
referred to as a "born-free" post-independence, instead choosing to acknowledge and respect the 
traditional institutions, sovereignty, and service to his country. Chasi decision to join the military was a 
deliberate choice to serve his nation, just as his ancestors had done before him. 


Military Training and Career 

Zvaringeni Samuel Chasi began his military training at the 3:2 Infantry Battalion in Rusape, where he 
underwent rigorous training to prepare him for his role in the ZDF. His Officer Commanding during Basic 
Military Training was Major Makomo at Alpha Company. Chasi later completed his final defense training 
at Nyanga, a prestigious military training institution in Zimbabwe. He attested to the ZDF on 11 April 
2012 and completed his induction course at 2.3 Combat Group. He graduated on 12 December 2012, 
marking the beginning of his military career. 


Best Student Pvt Chasi Z.S making presentation to Commanding Officer 2.3 GPT Col Nikisi whose being flanked 
by Cap Makamure HQ Coy 


Appointment and Recognition 

Although never formally promoted from basic training as Private, Chasi Appointment in CMR was 
equivalent to the Rank of Major. He was also waived duties on his Commission during National Youth 
Service (NYS) as an Officer at Satellite Training Schools and was set to attend the Zimbabwe Military 
Academy. Among his peers, Chasi earned the pseudonym 'Brigadier General’ or simply ‘Brig’, in 
recognition of his exceptional command element and boldness in executing his duties, regardless of 
rank. His unique character and unwavering commitment to upholding the Constitution earned him 
respect and admiration from his fellow soldiers. 
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Additional Military Courses and Assignments 
Zvaringeni Samuel Chasi completed several additional courses, including: 


- Civil-Military Relations (CMR) -Junior Bandsman 

- Basic Intelligence Cadre Course -Basic Snipers Course 
- B Ill Signals -Air Defence 

- Junior Tactics — Section Commanders -Driving 


He was assigned to the Bulawayo Province Think Tank and the National Commissariat Department of 
Zanu-PF, where he worked to promote youth development, sports, and cultural activities throughout 
Zimbabwe. Samuel's experience in these roles equipped him with valuable skills in community 
engagement, project management, and leadership. 


Key Achievements 

Zvaringeni Samuel Chasi Military Career was marked by several notable achievements, including: 
- Best Student 

- Independence Medal: Awarded for his outstanding service to the Nation 

- Chief of Staff All Comers Skill at Arms: Recognized for his exceptional marksmanship skills 

- ZNA Commander Skill at Arms: Winning Team 2 BDE 

-Presidential Shoot -Awarded for outstanding perfomance 


Abduction, Detention, and Torture 

In 2014, Zvaringeni Samuel Chasi was abducted under the orders of Colonel Tshinga Judge Dube by 
Military Intelligence at 7 am at his residence in Bulawayo. He was led by Warrant Officer Class 1 Nobuhle 
Madebe, an informant deployed under Operation Maguta, and taken to 1 Intelligence Coy at Brigade in 
Byo. Major Nhepera from MID and Military Police Special Investigations Branch came to interrogate him, 
subquently making him write statements as well, and Chasi was subsequently taken to Unit at 2.3 
Combat Group before Battalion 21IC Major MoyoweShumba. He was sent to Karoi Prison, awaiting court- 
martial for 7 months without the option of bail or fine. 


Prison Ministry 

During his detention, Chasi Z. S continued to demonstrate his unwavering faith and commitment to his 
values. He would preach to his fellow prison inmates whilst awaiting trial with General Court Martial, 
sharing the message of hope and redemption through Jesus Christ. His ministry earned him the respect 
of his fellow inmates, including the prison chaplaincy, a rare occurrence for a D-Class prisoner. Chasi’s 
faith played a pivotal role in sustaining him during this challenging period, and he remained a steadfast 
disciple of Jesus Christ. 


Charged Again in 2016 


In 2016, Chasi was charged again after reports from Zanupf spotting him alive in Bulawayo.Most of the 
community thought he was deceased and some were told he shall never be found again.His family did 
not know his whereabouts. Military Detention is different from Civillian Detentation. The case was 
dismissed after the President’s Office .It should be taken note Rtd Col Tshinga Dube was the Zimbabwe 
Defence Industry Boss which has a board comprising of Service Chiefs.A letter had been submitted to 
Defence House and copied to all Units ,Including 2 Presidential Guard Unit where identification parades 


where done seeking Chasi.His level of influence within military jnr and snr ranks was charismatic.He was 
an officer among other ranks. 


Rivalry and Intimidation 

In 2018, Samuel was brought to Byo District Intelligence Coy, led by Captain Polite Moyo, where he was 
advised that the Military Intelligence Directorate G2 had requested he report with immediate effect. At 
Army Headquarters, he reported to the CMR Directorate, which he belonged to before long interviews at 
MID. On arrival back to Unit, he was charged for alleged participation in politics, which was not 
constitutional again, as they believed he could be part of military officers not supporting the coup 
regime. Again, with torture, Chasi was admitted to 1 Medical Coy before being transferred to Bulawayo 
Group of Hospitals.In a twist of events Col Tshinga Dube seeking the exceptional service of Chasi,had 
newspaper articles published seeking Chasi to denounce Rev Peter Baka Nyoni ,husband to Minister 
Sithembiso Nyoni who was also at logger heads with Obert Mpofu , fighting against corruption in Mat 
North Fundraising committee. 


Acquital of Military Charges 
All charges laid against Zvaringeni Samuel Chasi were unconstitutional and violation of human 


rights. Most Service Men were of same notion ,deserting or resigning.Chasi resigned with honour and 
paid cash in lieu of terminal benefits and refund of pension funds.No compensation was done for his 
torture and imprisonment,including his hospitalization..The Court martial Inquired why he was put in 
prison and not open arrest.There was threat to his life and family.A true hero of his generation ,he had 
no civil charges but military related on his stance on crimes against humanity and military 

disciplined. Most human rights violations by military never had justice but this one soldier among others 
stood their ground.Boldly he would say its not about rank but service,in the field all soldiers have duty to 
the nation- bullet or death has no rank . 


Resignation and Military Honor 

With his life at risk, Samuel had the option to retire on medical grounds but chose to resign in August 
2018 with normal service in style, submitting his notice through the Directorate. Notably, on 8 July 2017, 
he was awarded a rare Military Wedding Granted by ZNA Commander Gen PV Sibanda, a date that 
coincided with his late mother's birthday and in memorial. Samuel had submitted his notice of intention 
to resign in November 


Military Wedding 

The bridal team from the military was provided by Alpha Coy Presidential Guard from State House in 
Bulawayo, who displayed an impressive arch of guns on entrance in honor, accompanied by a red carpet. 
This ceremonial gesture was a testament to Zvaringeni Samuel Chasi dedication and service to the 
nation.His best men was Tavaka Nyoni ,son to Rev Peter Nyoni and Dr S.G.G Nyoni. 


CMR Expertise 

As a CMR expert, Zvaringeni Samuel Chasi has extensive experience in promoting effective civil-military 
relations. He has worked closely with civilian authorities to promote mutual understanding and 
cooperation between the military and civilian 


As a CMR expert, | have extensive experience in promoting effective civil-military relations. My expertise 
includes: 


e Community Outreach and Engagement: Building trust and cooperation between military and 
civilian communities through outreach programs and community engagement. 

e Disaster Response and Humanitarian Assistance: Providing critical support to affected 
communities during disasters and humanitarian crises. 

e Conflict Resolution and Mediation: Facilitating dialogue and mediation between conflicting 
parties to resolve disputes peacefully. 

e Human Rights and Rule of Law Promotion: Advocating for human rights and the rule of law in 
military-civilian interactions. 


Anthropological Perspective: 


Through an anthropological lens, | examine the impact of the conflicts on the cultural practices and 
traditions of the Zimbabwean people, including: 


e Displacement and forced assimilation of indigenous communities. 
e Destruction of cultural sites and artifacts. 
e Suppression of traditional practices and customs. 


The importance of Civil-Military Relations (CMR) in the context of the sacred shrines in Zimbabwe: 
Sacred Shrines and Civil-Military Relations in Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe is home to numerous sacred shrines, each with its unique cultural, spiritual, and historical 
significance. These sites reflect the complex and diverse traditions of the Zimbabwean people, 
showcasing their deep connection with the natural environment and their ancestors. 


Njelele Shrine 


Located in the Matobo Hills, Njelele Shrine is one of the most revered and mysterious sacred sites in 
Zimbabwe. It is a natural amphitheater, nestled within a granite outcrop, featuring a unique combination 
of natural and cultural elements. The site consists of a large granite boulder, surrounded by smaller 
rocks, and a series of ancient cave paintings. The shrine is believed to be the dwelling place of the 
Ndebele ancestors, who are thought to reside within the rocks. 


Chinhoyi Caves 


The Chinhoyi Caves, located in Mashonaland West Province, are a network of limestone caves and 
tunnels that have been used for centuries as a sacred site. The caves feature ancient rock art, artifacts, 
and fossils, and are believed to be the dwelling place of the ancestors. The site is also associated with 
fertility, prosperity, and healing. 


Chimoi and Nyadzonia 


Chimoi and Nyadzonia are two sacred sites located in Manicaland Province, associated with the spirit 
mediums, svikiro. These sites were used as bases for the Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU) 
guerrilla fighters during the liberation war. The svikiro played a crucial role in guiding the fighters, 
providing spiritual support and protection. 


Importance of Civil-Military Relations (CMR) 


The sacred shrines in Zimbabwe highlight the importance of Civil-Military Relations (CMR) in the country. 
CMR refers to the relationship between the military and civilian populations, and is critical in ensuring 
that the military is accountable to the people and respects human rights. 


In the context of the sacred shrines, CMR is essential in: 


1. Protecting cultural heritage: The military has a responsibility to protect the sacred shrines and ensure 
that they are not damaged or desecrated. 

2. Respecting traditional practices: The military must respect traditional practices and rituals associated 
with the sacred shrines, and not interfere with the spiritual activities of the local communities. 


3. Promoting cultural understanding: The military can play a critical role in promoting cultural 
understanding and awareness among its personnel, ensuring that they respect and appreciate the 
cultural significance of the sacred shrines. 

4. Supporting community development: The military can support community development initiatives 
that promote the conservation and protection of the sacred shrines, and ensure that the local 
communities benefit from tourism and other economic activities. 


Benefits of Effective CMR 
Effective CMR can have numerous benefits, including: 


1. Improved security: When the military and civilian populations have a positive relationship, security is 
improved, and the risk of conflict is reduced. 

2. Enhanced cultural preservation: Effective CMR can ensure that cultural heritage is protected and 
preserved for future generations. 

3. Increased economic benefits: CMR can promote tourism and other economic activities that benefit 
local communities and the national economy. 

4. Better governance: CMR can promote good governance and accountability, ensuring that the military 
is transparent and accountable to the people. 


Challenges and Opportunities 


Despite the importance of CMR, there are several challenges and opportunities that need to be 
addressed, including: 


1. Building trust: Building trust between the military and civilian populations is critical in promoting 
effective CMR. 

2. Promoting cultural awareness: Promoting cultural awareness and understanding among military 
personnel is essential in ensuring that they respect and appreciate the cultural significance of the sacred 
shrines. 

3. Supporting community development: Supporting community development initiatives that promote 
the conservation and protection of the sacred shrines is critical in ensuring that local communities 
benefit from tourism and other economic activities. 

4. Encouraging dialogue: Encouraging dialogue between the military and civilian populations can help to 
promote understanding and resolve conflicts peacefully. 


In conclusion, the sacred shrines in Zimbabwe highlight the importance of Civil-Military Relations (CMR) 
in promoting cultural preservation, security, and economic development. Effective CMR can have 
numerous benefits, including improved security, enhanced cultural preservation, increased economic 
benefits, and better governance. However, there are several challenges and opportunities that need to 
be addressed to promote effective CMR. 


Case Studies: 


1. Matobo Hills: A UNESCO World Heritage Site and sacred place for the Ndebele people, damaged 
during the Gukurahundi Massacres. Worked with local communities to develop a conservation plan and 
promote cultural heritage preservation. 

2. Great Zimbabwe: A UNESCO World Heritage Site and ancient city, vandalized during the 2008 post- 
election violence. Collaborated with authorities to develop a restoration plan and promote cultural 
tourism. 

3. Bulawayo: A city with rich cultural heritage, affected by Operation Murambatsvina. Worked with local 
stakeholders to develop a cultural resource management plan and promote community engagement. 


